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WANTED.A CITY LIBRAItY.
Charles Evans., one of the foremost

librarians and bibliographers in the
Tuition, has lately been In Riehmond
doing research work in the Virginia
Slate Library. For forty-five years Me
hnw been engaged in library work, anM
what he says, therefore, carries with
it the weight of unquestionable su-

thortty. In s letter elsewhere to be
found, he heytows high and merited
praise upon the present condition of the'
Virginia State Library and upon Its etil-J
cient director and librarian. Dr. H, R.
Mcliwalne ln all that Mr. Evans says
we heartily agree, especially ln his
plea that the Virginia State Library
should have liberal support. Kurther, jMr. Evans is absolutely right when he
says: |

'"the city has no public library, and
the State Library has been perform-
Ing the functions which usually de-
volve upon such Institutions in other
cities. In doing this, it saves the citythe large annual tax for library pur- |pose? which other cities are bearing,1 am r.ot saying that it should do this;but It has been, and is, doing It. There
Is grave and crowing danger that its
main purpose ns a great reference
library will be overlooked and its
means absorbed In the purchase of I
What Is ephemeral merely in literature I
to supply this demand. ... It Is not !
fair to it-- management that it should!
perform this additional service from jtneans for which It Is expected to per-form a different service. . The
State Library needs to he strength-ened in Its manuscript historical ma¬
terial."

Tn other words, the main function
of the Virginia State Library must not
be lost night of.and that is th.it It is
n library for reference and research,
not designed as a general public II-,
brnry. The statute establishing the
Virginia Stato Library declnres that
"It shall bo maintained and conducted;
n-s n library of referenre." It never was
Intended to serve as a substitute for a
city library, and the time has come
when It ought to be relieved of Its
abnormal function. Were there a city"library, the Virginia Stato Library
couM be strictly for reference, and re¬
search, and not for popular reading
or use. As Mr. Evans says, the State
Library Is'a highly valuable asset of
the city, on account of its resources
for research, and It ought to be de¬
veloped along that line, receiving the.
most liberal aid.
We need a city library. Why haven't

we had one?
The only reason which we can find

for the failure of the establishment
of a city library Is that whenever one
ha3 been contemplated there has been
a widespread popular idea that it '
would Cöat the city too much, because,
in the popular estimate, It would have
to be an awe-Inspiring marble palace, j
ft glided ll.terary innusnUfMm rather jthai! ah* adequate building. This iden I
is wholly wrong. There Is no need I
for a palatial structure, with costly |
mural decorations and lofty spires.
A simple, adequate, capacious, fire¬

proof building 1-= all that Is needed.
The more homelike Its Interior, the
better. The city Is now building threo
publlo schools, two of which will Cost
ISO.OOO each. The rlty can easily af¬
ford to erect a city library at n cost
no "greater than that of on., of those
pchonls.ln fact, a smaller sum could
be expended on the building. A large
outlay would have to be made nt first
on bocks, hut after this nucleus
tond been secured the yearly ex-
pendittire for bonks and periodicals
could, be made a fixed sum of n few
thousand dollars. The salaries of nn
efficient librarian and a few assistants
would not amount to very much in
romparlson with other departments of
municipal activity.
With such a plan In mind, we feel

rure that the City Council would, upon
ruffirlrnt demonstration of public de¬
mand, erect anrl equip a city Horary,
That the demand for this library <x-
Ists there can be no doubt. Everybody
who thinks about It will agree that
Richmond, with its one hundred and'
forty thousand people, ought to have
a city library. Tho extent to which
the people uie the Virginia State. Li¬
brary gives sufficient evidence of the
need and desire for a city Institution. )If Richmond had a municipal library,
it would not Buffer from lack of public
appreciation There tho school chil¬
dren would have ample space and re¬
sources to do the reference work which
they are re-'iuired to do to a greater
and greater extent as the years go by,
A city library would supplement the
work oarried on by all the educational
Institutions of tho city, especially
those which endeavor to fach useful
occupations. 1 here the great m.:-- ot
the people who desire information ofi
ma-ny subjects or wish to Improve
themselves could get what they want.
There the boys and girl.s wiio have
"nowhere to go" for amusement but
the parks and the streets would find
profitable recreation. There the army
of those who wish to read for Ihelc
own edification could find all the books
they wish, the magazines, news-,

papers, the reviews, techftlna] anU pro-
ftwBional journals. Lovers of fiction

could^have aU tk»t they Jon« for at a

city library, and the vacant hours of
hundreds would bo spent there.
There are OOUntlCSI reasons why wo

should have a city library. The uses
and results of such an Institution aro
so beneficial tfiat there. Is but one eldo
to the case. The time has come when
the Virginia State Library ought to be
allowed to restrict Itself to the pur¬
chase of nothing but books for refer¬
ence and research.
With a budget of two and a half

million dollars, we can afford a city
library. There Is no need of marble
Ilona at the entrance or fancy frescoes.
If the people will but ask for n city
library, it will be given them. City
Council will not refuse It. We ou^ht
to have had a city library ten years
ago, and we can have It now If thoao
who want it'will demand It.

RICHMOND'S GLORIOUS TEAM.
Some people ate never satisfied, and1

the kickers arc now kicking about the
Richmond baseball team and Its splen-
did work on the diamond. Counting
the gamo played on Monday, this mar-
vellous aggregation of artists hud ap-
peared eighty-six times in the open
field to contest for the championship
of the Virginia League, secondarily,
but primarily for the purpose of af-
fording clean and wholesome amuse¬
ment for the people. Many Is the
time when from the grandstand and
the bleachers have they been greeted
with thunders of applause for their
daring and Intrepidity against fearful
odds. What matters It that out of
the clghty-slx games they have lost
only forty-six'.' and that their per¬
centage Is only .165?
There Is Charleston, with one of the

finest clubs In the South Atlantic
League, which has played thirty-six
games, and has won only twelve and
stands with only .333 to Its credit In
the percentage column. Then there
are Cincinnati, which has lost 53 games
out ,of a possible 90; Brooklyn, which
has lost 56 games out of 91, nnd dear!
old Boston, where they do everything'
better than It Is done anywhere else,'
which has lost only TS games out of!
BO played and accounted for at the
time these statistics were assombled
These Yankee clubs, all belong to the
Nntlonal League: but things are not;
very much different In the AmericanLeague, In which Washington.the
Capital of the Nation, and for the j
support of which everybody In the
countr- Is taxed.lias lost 59 games
out of 91, and St. Louis, which has jlost 61 games out of 91.
Then there It Danville In our own

clotious Commonwealth."the Mother]of Presidents," the admiration of all
people and the hope of the world.
which has scored only 3S t'mcs, when
it had the chance to win eighty-six'
victories-, and which has besides a per¬
centage of an oven .412. whereas lust!
year Its percentage was .595. When!
you think of knocking the Richmond,
club reflect. If you please, on the far
¦orrter figure Danville cuts before the
eyes of tue sporting world. Danville |Is a proud community. Its people 1
are generous almost to a fault, they
have school hotises and churches and
factories and railroads and at least
two excellent newspaper?.the Regis¬
ter, well edited by a man named Tay¬
lor, and The Methodist, In which'
Brother E. G. Moseley pours out his
soul-stlrring thoughts touching the
better things of this life and the life
that Is to come after all the frivoli¬
ties of the present passing stage have
been left behind. Picture it. think of
it If you can, how the people in that
community must feel when they read
the baseball news and the truth dawns
on them that they nre really in the
cellar; Think, further, how near we
are to thai comfortable

'

abode, and
shout it on the housetops that the.
Richmond team Is Illustrating on al¬
most every field the olil-tlme devotion
of Richmond lo Its neighbor some¬
where down near the lino a-boundln' ]and abültin' on the North Carolina
territory. That's It; the Richmond
team can play ball when It wonts to;
but perish the thought that It should
every play ball to the further dlscauf- jngement of the Danville dubs, and that
It should ever forget that the Inter-
CSts of Richmond and the Interests of |Danville are one and Inseparable, lfjDanville shall stay In the cellur. Rich-1
mond will be within easy call. and. if!
by some sudden freak of the sphere,
Richmond should go down Into the
depths there Is comfort In the reflec¬
tion that Danville will not be far off.
"Why don't you roust the Rich-

mond team?" What's the use? The
weather Is too hot, and they nre do¬
ing the best they can. It is a pretty
poor do, lo bo sure; but they may
yet learn to play ball, und while there
is life there Is hope. Probably tue
members of the team could ma It6 more
money picking cotton or grubbing for jpeanut?; but it Is our team, andL liVe
or die, sink or swim, survive or per- |
tsh. we stick t . It that everything in
Richmond and about Richmond is a
little better than it Is anywhere else.
Play ball! j

.'THE OLD MAN,"
Many boys and young men refer to

their fathers as "the old man." Some¬
times the phrase Is wholly respectful,
wholly reverent, but more often It is
disrespectful. It Is frequently used
by those who think that "the old man"
doesn't know us much as they do; that
he Is mi old fogy In his ideas; that
be If neither progressive nor up-to-

t cfiite. For the youths who have such
notions, this excerpt from an article

I In the Gracevllle (Florida) Advertiser,
contains thoughts worthy of considera¬
tion;

(

"lour.g man, I have just overheard
you make a remark that "the old manwas all right, but there were a lot oftilings that the old gent doesn't know.'lie can't roll a cigarette like you do,nor can lie twist his necktie Into as
many different shapes as you do.neither the old. man able to use the
latest slang of the day, nor u he

posted on the proper shtipo of pfpo
lo stick in Ills mouth und Buck away
on while making a parade. But the
old man knows how to make monoy
enough to pay your bills und keep the
wolf away from the door. Wheii the
old man was your age he didn't smoke
a pipe or wear a rainbow necktie
every evening. He woe very busy
w-orking hRrd on a small salary and

rdeitylng himself a lot of pleasure in
I order to get a start. You will tlnd out
after all that the things the old man
don't know don't cut much Ice, while
the things he does know will make a
volume that it will taRe you many
years to learn. When yon have learned
as much as the old man has forgotten,
perhaps you will be able lo hold down
a job that commands a salary of seven
or eight dollars a week."
"The old man" Is not half the fool

somo may think him. He has been
over a good part of the rosd. nnd he
Isn't the blockhead that he may seem
to some.

FÖH A CLEAN STAUE.
A long step in the right direction

has been taken by the American Fed¬
erated Catholic Societies In their en¬

deavor to remove licentious plays from
the »tugo of the nation. Vigorous pro¬
test is being made against certain
play« which'are now bein^ presented
to audiences In this country. Here arc
the plays which are considered espe-
daily objectionable:

"Miss Innocence."
"Desperate Chance."
"The Hypocrites."
"Kreutzer Sonata"
"Sappho."
"The Blue Mouse."
"The Soul Kiss:"
"The Girl From Rector's."
"The Girl ln the Train."
"The Girl In the Taxi."
"Alma. Where Do You Live?"
"La Samuritalne."
"The Foolish Virgin."
"Tho Woman Passes."
These and similar plays are declared

by the American Federated Catholic
Societies to set up a standard of
morality which Is "open licentious-
ness." It is believed that attendance
on such plays will accustom the spec-
tators ln thought and deed to dlsre-
gard and discard all Chr'stlan mod-
esty. It is also thought that "themes,
of divorce, adultery, seduction, double
life, conjugal Infidelity, free love and
other worse Performances are not
what the decent people want."
Only those who attend the theatre,

regularly, and who are not unfamiliar
With the "acts" given in cheap vaude¬
ville and moving picture show houses
understand thoroughly the marked de¬
cadence ln the moral tone of stage
offerings to-day. Let a "risque" play
be advertised and a full house is sure

tu follow. This is rarely tho case with
other sort of plays. The best actors
of the best class often are greeted by
half-tilled houses. ln the moving
picture shows, performances are even
more daring than In the regular play-
house and the salacious sight is com-

mon there.
The drift in theatrical offerings is

distinctly not toward the good and tho
dean. Th re should be a general check
before public taste becomes too vltt-
.ited.

MAKE THEM LISTEN.
It is very hard to diffuse knowl-

edge and understanding of that which
is new. The common herd is so dull-
headed that the truth sinks but slowly
Into It. The mayor of Girard, Kansas,
knows this. He la a Socialist. Some- j
tithe ago thirty voters in Girard were

put in Jail for selling'whiskey unlaw¬
fully, Kansas being a prohibition
Stnte. The Socialist mayor saw a

chance to .secure converts, and so every
Sunday morning while these men were j
in jail he took a bundle of Socialist
literature under bis arm and went to

the Jail, where be talked the doctrines
of Marx to the assembled prisoners,
saying "For the llrst time in my life,
I have an audience that can't get
away."
Now that may seem to have be.-n

taking a mean ad\antage of a lot of
unfortunate men to talk socialism to
them, because they couldn't get away
and when thoy were worried about
raising money to pay their lines, but
the opportunity to do a little mis¬
sionary work was too good to let go.
Now this tale ought to have a little

moral for our dear friends, the advo¬
cates of votes for the female sex. Let
them s*ek out the prisons and lot
their lights shine before the voters'
there. Let them invade the "tonsorlal {
parlors" and convince while tho lather
Is thick upon the helpless man. In
this way, many a convert would be
added to the fold and that day has-
toned when shall down the glorious
summer of woman's content.

AUTOMOBILE Fl nr. APPARATUS,
Early next year New York City will

have one hundred and fifty pieces of
automobile fire nppuratus. This seems
to indicate the retirement of the horse
from the fire departments of large
titles. That this will take place ia
certain, though it may be a mutter of
eight or ten years it la Eure that a
fire department can move more quickly
and with better calculation in auto¬
mobile apparatus than with the very
best trained horses.
One of the chief arguments for au¬

tomobiles is that ladders and water
towers can be lengthened when pro¬
pelled by a motor force because corners
can be turned more sharply, in other
ways, which aro obvious, the automo¬
bile Is more efficient than the horse
for fire purposes.

how long is a Man young?
C)f course, all of us know that a

woman is never old, but to venture
the assertion that a man never Is
stems rash. a magazine ln Spain has
Interviewed its readers on the vital
question, "How long is a man young?"Thousands of replies came in, and
Some few of them were:
"A man begins to age ope week af¬ter his marriage,"
'A man is oln when young girlskts.< hi* cold lips."
"A man is old when women lcgurd j

his protestations of love simply as
compliments; a man 1> young when his
compliments are taken for declarationsof love." .

"When the daughter smiles on youand mama frowns, then you nre .young.When the frowning Is done. By thedaughter, then you are beginning toJ he an old mun."
"When you won't permit the women

to fool you any longer, then you are
getting old."
The answer which won the prlzo,

however, was "a man Is young as

long as he makes women Jealous of
him." That Is a sure test. We have
seen men who will never see sixty
apuln who could still make women

Jealous and young ones, lit that,

NO GOLD TEETH IX FRONT,
j Visible gold teeth must go. Such Is
the decrco laid down by Dr. Burton
Lee Thorpe, of St. Louts, at the con-
vention of the National Dental Asso-
ciatlon In Cleveland. In a speech he
grilled dentists who permit patients
to commit the esthetic misdemeanor of
wearing gold teeth in front, where a
mere parting of the lips mokes a daz¬
zling snillo even more dazzling by a
display of precious metnl. Dr Thorpe
said:
"This association has had a marked

influence on. the ethics and esthetics
of our calling, so that to-day It Is onlythe Mental hobo' who places gold,
crowns on the anterior teeth to please,an uncultured patient."

Dr. Thorpe agreed that tho esthetic
misdemeanor of wearing a gold tooth
Is second only to tho estheilc. crime!
of studding n gold tooth with dla-j
monds. He suggested a campaign of
public, education to stop such offenses
against good taste as are expressed
In front teeth of gold. This will'
probably be accomplished through a'
dental press bureau.

ECCLESIASTICAL LATHS'.
It Is reported by the London Globe

that for some time the Pope and the
Vatican authorities have been occu¬
pied .with the consideration of the:
pronunciation of Latin In the churches.In the churches of Trance and lr. some
of England "Deus qul fecit coelum et!
terrain" Is heard, while the Italians;say, "DeoUS coul fetchlt tcheolum,"
While In Germany it is "Fetslt iseolutn." 1
It follows that Roman Catholics whin
absent from home find these divergen¬
cies in pronunciation hard to follow,and so It Is said that the Vailoun 13
of opinion that there should be uni¬
form pronunciation. If there Is anyresult from these deliberations. It Is
likely that the Italian form will be
adopted, as it more nearly approaches
the ancient Roman than any other.

GilAY'S ELEGY, R. V.
G. M. P. Fltzglbbon, poet, has offered

the Boston Globe a revision of the first
verse of Gray's "Elegy in a CountryChurchyard." This was Inspired bythe ruling of the United States Su¬
preme Court as to reasonable re¬
straints of trade und Is entitled "Elegy'Writton in the Snpremo Courtyard." It
Is:
"Tho curfew tolls the knell of partingday.
The lowly herds wind slowly o'er tholea:

Tho plowman homeward plods his
weary way

And leaves tho world to Standard
Oil and mo.

.J. Plerpont Morgan.
To which the Globe adds:

"The boast of privilege, the pomp of
power.

And all that fortune, all that wealth
e'er gave.

Alike awult the Inevitable hour, ,When .Monopoly's note will get a
¦have.'' i

.The Common People.
The first verse Is more truth than

poetry.

flies am» iia 1.1) heads.
At last a use has been found for ^

bald-headed men other than their tra¬
ditional sei vice in relleeting the foot¬
lights from the front rows at ballet
shows. In Pueblo, Colorado, the Bald-
Headed Men's Protective Association
decided to go after the fly, and started
a fly-kllljng competition. As a result.
2,200,000 files were sloln. The game
weighed n lotul of thirteen pounds and
twelve ounces. As the Denver News
says:
"Lives of bald heads all remind us.

We our town can sterilize;
And, (Teparting, leave behind us
Monuments of swatted flie3."
A Hald-Hcaded Men's Protective As¬

sociation should be formed In every
town for the. extermination of the fear¬
ful fly, w.'iich particularly delights in
annoying the man with the billiard-
ball top.

The authorities at Fort Sheridan are;
planning to construct a "hump-the-!
bumps" road within tho grounds of the
military po3t This they have a per¬
fect right to do. The road will be
built to discourage fast driving ot
motor curs. The best machines and
the more- reckless drlverii will have to

to time" on this sort of road,
which consists of a series of miniature
hills an.d hollows, over which high
speed Is Impossible. Fast travel over
them in very dangerous. It is said
that r number of cities nnd towns in
Which tlie :ipeed manla'c Is known will
follow the Fort Sheridan plan.

Wonders will never cease. There la
Charlotte complaining bitterly because
of a lack of wator.

"Paderew.skl and Ysaye are coming."
says a head line. For their fifteenth
"farewell tour," we suppose.

The Rev. Perclval H. Barker is out
of a job. He preached until/lately at;
the First Congregational Church in
Chicago, bit tho trustees have fired '

him*. Two yearn ago when he took
charge of the church, the Rev. Mr.
Marker tried some devices which would
act as "barkers" to get people to
come lo his church. He used brass
bands, he had parades, and oeca.tlon-
ally a moving picture before tho ser¬
mon The old-fnshloned members
were shoi ked, and thoy withdrew
from Uue church! However, the new.,

Ideas wouldn't hold out, and tho Rev.
Rarker will have to "bark" for some
other church.

The Stute Llbrury.
To the Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspaltch:Sir..A recent visit lo the VirginiaState Library lias shown conditionsthere to be so different from whatformerly existed tliut 1 cannot forbear
commenting upon them. My visits have
covered a number of ye.vrs, and 1 can
remember when the conditions were aby-word und u reproach, and studyand research a mutier of difficulty.All that Is changed. The cheerful,well-lighted rooms invite the stu¬dent. Order and neatness prevail.Courtesy und intelligence direct. Thechange is wonderful.
What might be termed the commer¬cial benefit of such a well-ordered in¬

stitution to a city Is not fully under¬stood. In my own cu.se 1 have come
a thousand miles to consult worksWhioh can only bo consulted In thoVirginia Slate Library, and have spentweeks In doiii^v so. My case is onlyone of hundreds of other similar casesAt Intervals your merchants and pub¬lic-spirited citizens club together toprovide some attraction which willdraw strangers to the city. Commcr>chilly this is a wiu£ and bcnctici.ilpolicy for nil business Interests. Every,body is benefited by It. Yet this isthe- very thing that the State Libraryis quietly doing for the business in¬terests of the city all thu time. It'is a valuable business asset, and not
a liability. It pays, ln this way, ahandsome per cent, on the city's tax¬able it.terost ln it." And it Is the dutyof sood business citizenship to seethat this valuable asset is not ham-;pereU by lack of funds to increase itsdrawing rover. The rural member.s ofevery Legislature m - £lveh to "paringtho cheese" of every State Library, be¬cause its personal benotit to them Issmall. Tir.s is a narrow-minded wayof looking at what is designed to be.and Is, u fcTcat public benelll for .-illthe people. ,In another way the city of Rich¬mond has a direct Interest in thoStale Library's wellfare. The city hasno public library, and tho State LI-brary has been performing tho lunc-tions which usually devolve upon suchinstitutions in other cities, ln doinifihis It saves thu city the large an-nual tux for library purposes whichother cities are bearing. 1 am notsaying that it should do tills, but ithas been and Is doing it. Thoro Isgrave and growing danger to Its In¬terests in this. Danger that its mainpurpose ns a great reference libraryWill be overlooked and Its means ub-sorbed in the purchase of what tsephemeral merely in literature to sup¬ply tills demand. A file of a greatnewspaper for some Important periodof history Li of more lasting bene-fit in a State Library than a thousandnovels would be. And it is not fairto its management that it should per-torm this additional service from me;cr.slor which it is»expected to performa different service, it is to the inter¬ests of tho citizens of Richmond Inevery way to Join with the manage¬ment of the State Library in askingincreased appropriations for its work.The Stale Library needs to be strength¬ened In us manuscript historical ma¬terial. It needs to have the largegaps in its early newspaper files Qlled.Tho Interest among collectors for earlyVirginia literary and historical mate-rial Is keen, and vour State Librarianshould be in a position, und havesufficient funds at his disposal, tosecure this class of material for th-student and literary worker whenever,the opportunity nrlses. It can't wattupon a legislative appropriation to dothis; the opportunity once lost Is goneforever. You can safely trusl Dr. Me-Irwatr.c to do this. I have never m-thim before this visit, but he Is whatwe call out Chicago waj( a "live wire"and if you give him all the powerhe needs he will muko the light ofthe State Library shine. His reportsare Justly considered the most II-luminating documents Issued by anyState librarian, and he can be do-pended upon to do what Is best forthe interests of the people of Vir¬ginia, for the citizens of Richmond andtor the stranger within your KatesChicago._CHARLES KVANS.

Thing! us They Are.
The wanton countenance of Folly weakIs painted by the Winning arts ofWoman:
So the fair face of Nnturo, fresh and

young
Is changed by true cunning arts of !Mammon.
Ever he boastoth, for his power Is {great,
This Prince of Evil, rich and fair to

sec:
The treasury of Nature's wealth Is his.And strong men bow before his trivial

throne.
Glltter'ng Gold his hated henchman is,And ride, who dountcth vanity a

virtue;
And Prudery (arch hypocrite)
Who trembleth at the tight of nuked

Truth.

And Many follow where bright Gold
doth lead;

Ambition treadcth on tho heads of
better men.

In terms of Hell is Manhood measured.
And Lust if fat, the Love may lack

bread:
A man Is judged by the clothes he

wenrs,
A woman by a foolish fad of fu3hion.
So doth the mad World wag its weary

way.
Hag-ridden by its hollow false ideal.

The crawling multitude of little men.
Aping each the weakness of his fellow,
Forever weave the net and dig the pit
Wherein their foolish souls and bodies

suffer,
And cry aloud to Gods and scoffing

men
To be delivered from their pain and

sorrow.
For truth It is that man.hlmself doth

forge
The fetters which aro binding him in

bondage.
Eves have they which see not, ears

which hear not.
Trembling tongues, which fear to

speak the truth,
And faces ts'rred with the selfsame

stick
Of tmse Commercialism.^

And what remaincth a tier Life la
tried?

In the slow-heatlhg crucible of Time.
When l.ovc is lost, and Faith hath

hid his face.
And Memory shall bring us only tears!
Yet Hope remaineth.young, fiweei

heavenly Hope,
For Nature hath her balm for every 111,
And smiloth ever beautiful and wise.
'Til gentle Death shnll take us.

EDMOND FONTAINE.
Charlottesville, Septtember, 1010.

Jee$ätjoi/r

#iaMli^
And then your roof will
take care of itself.

Gordon Metal Co.
Richmond, Va.

Daily Queries'and Answers
Uctey Ilona.
Can you tell me something' aboutBetsy Ross, who made the (trat UnitedStit tea Hug? A. A. A.Betsy Hoss was the sixth daughterOf Samuel and Rebecca Hons Orlscom,bom In Philadelphia January 1, 17äJ.Her parents were members of the SO"clety of Friends, and her father was abuilder of considerable Importance,having assisted In the erection of In¬dependence Hall. Elizabeth, or "Bot-sy," as ihe was known, Is remarkedfor her beauty, amiability and lady¬like manner. John Hoss, a young up¬holsterer, und a nephew of ColonelGeorge Itos.'i (one of the signers oftho Declaration of Independence), andBetsj were married in December. 1773..and embarked In the upholstery busi¬

ness at 239 Arch Street.
Colonel George Hoss was a memberof the committee appointed by Con¬gress to prepare a design for the (lagof the thirteen united colonies, andthus It happened- that the service ofI his nephew's Wife, who was celebrated!for her skill with the needle, was In-voked, and fame was attached to her

name. It was Betsy who llrst sug-gested U>e use of the five-pointed starfor tho flag. Previously the »lx-polntedstar, like those on British coins, hadbeen used. In the completion of thoilag General Washington desiredpromptness, it is said, and Botsyshowed him how. by folding the clothIn a certain way, a star could be madeby a single clip of tho scissors.John Hoss. her first husband, died inlT.Tfi, and his widow afterward gucces-slvely became Mrs. Ashhurne ami Mrs,Claypoole. On a monument In Mt. Mo-rlah Cemetery wjll be found tho fol¬lowing inscription: "In memory of JohnClaypoole, who died August 3, 1817,1aged sixty-five years. Also ElisabethClaypoole, died January SO, 1820, agedeighty-four years."
Dr. Tanner'« Fast.
Please toll me abcut Dr. Tanner'sfast, and whether .he drank anythingexcept water during the period.

READER.Dr. Henry B.'" Tanner fasted fortydays and nt'ghti hi S>w York City in1880, He completod his task at * oonon August 7 In the presence of 1,000persons.
His weight when ho began the fastwas 157',i pounds, und when it ended121Yj pounds. The first fourteen days)he abstained from even water, but af¬ter that he walked every day to Cen-trnl Park to drink from a spring; to-ward the end he was seized with fitsof vomiting and became very weak,hut ho persisted, and ho said after¬ward that he felt no 111 effects fromtho fast. He did not find It "nece«-

sary to seek his bed through weak-1
ness " The first thing ho ate after Itscompletion was a large ripe pearh.~lven him by a boy: this was followedby a pint of milk, and then a largeGeorgia, watermelon: the melonweighed fortv pounds, and the doctor jate all of It between the end of his]fast at noon and midnight Duringtho fast he was watched constantly byphyjlclans. He frequently went outdriving, accompanied by "watchers, andhad many visitors over;.- Jay, he did

not drink any specified quantity o£water; just what he felt like.

Sir. Roosevelt's Mui ringt«.
1. liow many times has Roosevelt;been tnarrle<l?
2. Is not Mm. Alice Longworth ajchild by the first wife?

SUBSCRIBER.1. Twlco.
2. Yes.

Passport.
life wife of an American citizenobtain a passport without her hus-band's consent? if she obtained such.

.. passport; could the American uutiiur.lllea prevent her trom landin ; on herreturn, If she had the pussport?
A. B.The answer to both questions Is no.

Fastest Time on ItnllroudN.
Cun you give me the record for speedon railroads in this country? R. 8.Tho fastest railroad train on recordfor a distance over 410 miles was maioby the Luke Shore und Michigan South¬

ern Railroad from Riif.'alo to ChicagoIn June, 1905. The fastest long dis¬tance run less than 410 miles was onthe New Vork Central Railroad, Sep¬tember 11, 1S95, from New York toBufi tlo; Cic 1-2 miles In 107 minutesactual time.average speed 04 l-?. milesan hour, with two stops and twenty-eight BlOW-UpS.and on January 1,1003. from Albany to Buffalo, 802 milesIn 295 minutes.
Auioni< the fastest regular trainH inthe United Slater, for a shorter distance

are believed to be the New York Cen¬tral ''Empire Express." between NewYork anil Albany. 143 miles In 175minutes, und the "Congressional Lim¬ited" on the Pennsylvania Railroad,which makes the run from Jersey Cityto Washington in 4 hours and 4>"i min¬
utes, a distance of 227 miles

Universal Frleud.
Can you tell ine anythln- about a|young woman known as the UniversalFi Ii :..J. a century or more ago?

J. A. P.Inson, but when she entered upon hepreligious career sin; dropped her nameand adopted th* ttyle of the PublioUniversal Friend. Born a Quaker, herteachings, particularly !n tho matter ofcelibacy, Inclined to thoso of the Shakyera; but she sedulously avoided affili¬ation with either of these sects, and,
established an organization of her own.She was born In Cumberland, R. L, In1758. In her eighteenth year. In a pro.longed neurasthenia following religious;excitement, she retu- .ed from a deeptrance In tho conviction that JemimaWllklnuon's sou', passed from her. and
that her body was animated by an or¬acular spirit, a belief which she heldto her death In 1S19.
After a mission of preaching amongthe Friends of Rhode Island und Penn¬

sylvania some thirty of her followersfounded the community of New Jeru¬salem near Seneca Lake In 17S8, and In1790 s,he Joined the settlement. Afterl.er death the sect fell to ploceu.

SILVER GREYHOUNDS
NOT DISPENSED WITH

BY I.A MAIIQUIBE DH POXTBXOY.

E,VBRY now aiij again an announce-
ment appears In the English and
American proas thai it has beenresolved to dispense with the

services of the "Silver' Greyhounds."
or King's messenger:,, and the report
to that effect printud in tho London
papers Just to hand, is on a par withothers of the sanm kind that navo al¬
ready appeared on several occasions,during the rel^rv of Queen Victoria,and on the Occasion of King Edwardto the throne.
What is taking place Is a weedingout of the corps, and the dismissal of

those who huvu become superfluoussince Geurge became King. EdwardVII.'s predilection for foreign travel,his stays at Biarritz or on the Rivierain the spring, and at Marlenhad in thefall, his early summer cruises In theMediterranean, and his frequent visits
tri foreign courts, rendered a verylarge incrcaso of the number of silver
greyhounds nouessary, since the mon¬
arch had, while abroad, to remain in
daily touch with his ministers at home,and communications were constantlypassing between himself and DowningStreet. King George, however, does
¦not care lor foreign travel. He has
not been abroad sitce his accession to
the throne a year and a half ago, and
does not intend to leavi» the United
Kingdom until he £Ocs out to India In
>.'o\omiier. The result 1«, that about
half of the foreign service messengershave been euling their heads off in
Idleness, for want of something bet-
ter to do, and as they are paid at the
rate of about $2,000 a year. It has been
determined to get rid of about 5o per
cent, of the corps. But that they can
be completely abolished. Is out of the
question.

It has been on several occasionsurged that their services had been
rendered unnecessary by the develop¬
ment of telegraphic communicationand cipher codes. Out this argument
will not hold good. For thore is nocipher code used by any power of
which the other governments do not
possess the key. In fact, no secretcode has yet been invented w"hic!i can¬
not be deciphered 'by exports; by menwho devote their entire existence to
this particular, branch of research.
This compels governments to avoid thewires, where secrecy is a matter of
Vital importance. The mulls are still
more Unreliable, the art of openingand closing letters, without leaving
any trace, having been carried to al¬
most phonomen.il perfection. Fromthis It will be seen that silver grey¬hounds will continue to remain indis¬
pensable as long as there is any nticos-Slty for tho transmission of dinpatche.sof so confidential a character that the
disclosure of the secrets which theycontain might bring about, not merely
a rupture of friendly relations, but
even war.
The silver greyhounds are so styledbecause their hadge of office conjlstsof a silver greyhound, surmounted by

an Imperial crown, pendant from a
red ribbon around their neck. The
budge they always carry with them,but the seml-mllltary uniform wlilch
goes therewith Is usually dispensedwith, owing to the attention which It
attracts, and tho marks which It makes
of the King's messengers to designingpeople. .Indeed, the uniform Is seldom
used, excepting In war times, and then
only within the frOntlOPM of one or
another of tho belligerents
Although styled King's mosfengers,the duties of the silver greyhounds

are not bv any moans rest! K tod to the
conveying of messages to and froln
the King. They are employed in car¬
rying dispatches of an exceptionally
confidential character between the
London foreign office and the various
British embassies and legations
abroad, for which they receive, as I
have stated above, n salary, of $2,-
000 a year, nnd an allowance of $5 a
day. In addition to expenses when
traveling. Their adventurer In pro¬
tecting their dispatches from theft or
destruction have' furnished tho thome
of n boundless number of magpzlno
articles and rornnnc-os. some true, and
Others not. But when it is recalled to
mind how the dispatches in connection
With the Dreyfus affair, sent by the jGorman embufsy at Paris to Berlin, by
an Imperial messenger, were surrcpti-tln/usly opened, and their contents oho-1tofrraphert. during tho trip from Paris
to the German frontier. It will bo rea-ilzed that the career of a bonror of
government dispatcher is not, even in
these prosaic dnys, altogether without
an element of excitement.
Each foreign government koeps a

permenent staff of men. connectedwith Ms Department of Foreign Affairs!
for the conveyance, of dispatches which
cannot bo sent over the wire or by,
mall. On tho e-ontln*nt of Europe thov
are known ns "CouMors do Cabinet."
and are, most of thcra. retired army

ami navy officer-, all of them, of birth,of breeding, and of unexceptionableantecedents. Blncc- upon their fidelityand discretion sometimes depends thefate of nations, while the temptationsof untold wealth dog their every stepto swerve them from the line of duty.Of course thero have been quite anumber of abuses In connection withthese Couriers de Cabinet, on the con¬
tinent, arid with the English King'smessengers service. Thus, I haveknown, during the reign of QueenVictoria, messengers to convey In seal¬
ed bags supposed to contain dispatchesliars from London for Sir AndrewBuchanan, thp former English am¬bassador nt Vienna: hats and bonnetsfrom England and from Paris, for thelate Grand Duchoss Alle« of Hesse: allsorts of English khlck-knacks fromLondon, for tho late lSlnpreas Frederickat Berlin; and even on one occasionthe hag of dlspatch.es destined for theembassy nt Vienna contained a smallcask of particularly rlne Ostend oys-tors.

For many years- moreover. It wa« theprnctlce of these silver greyhounds tocall every week on their way back toEngland at Brussels, where they ro-Ivod from the court kitchen a bosof peculiarly made biscuits, of whichQueen Victoria was very fond, andwhich she believed nobody could makequite so well as the pastry chefs ntthe head of tho kitchen* of the lateKing T>opold. This box of biscuits
was carefully sealed up at the Britishlegation at Brussels with the official
Si al, and so conveyed across the chan*ne| to the London foreign office, andfrom there to Windsor, Oshorne, orBalmoral, under tho denomination of"Important confidential governmentdlpatches.''

On'<\ thing it is necessary to bear in*mind: that In spite of all that 1» saidto the contrary, the privacy and sec¬
recy of the mails, both horo and.abroad, is a mere myth. In thiscountry tho post-office inspectors ns-
sume "the right to open any sealedenvelope passing through the mails'that seems to thein of a suspiciouscharacter. The French government, inspite of Its advanced republican form,haj Seen obliged to admit repeatedlyin the national legislature that theBlack Cabinot of former monarchicaltimes Is still in active existence in theGeneral PostJOfJlco Department, forthe purpose of submitting letters ofpolitical suspects to an examination*The Frorich Ambassador Bompard. nowat Constantinople, obtained his trans¬fer to Stamboul. from St. Petersburg?because a confidential letter which hehod written from the Russian capital,'commenting In a somewhat unfavorablemanner upon the Muscovite authori¬ties, and administrative conditions orithe banks of the Neva, and which hohari Imprudently confided to the mallsfor transmission to an lntlmato friendat Paris, was opened by Russian Pos-tal Department clerks, appointed for1the purpose, before It reached theRussian frontier, and was not onlycommunicated without delay to theImperial government, but actually alsoto some of tho St. Petersburg news¬papers connected with tho govern¬ment, and when published the mainfeatures of tho ambassador's letters, asexpressive of his roal opinion about the
country, and demanding his recall.Finally. Sir Robert Anderson, lontr attho head of tho Criminal InvestigationBureau of the English Department ofthe Interior, lifts admitted over hisSignature, both In magazine articlesand In his, volumes .of Reminiscences,that In the days when tho Home Ruleparty wa» still under the able and
never to bo forgotten leadship of P.ir-nell, the letters which nassod betweenIts. members, especially those fromAmerica, were subjected at the generalpost-omoo nt St. Mnrtlns-le-Grand to
a careful examination of tbelr con¬tents before transmission or delivery.(Copyright, 1911, oy the 'B'rentwood

Company.)

WOMEN
It's a wise woman who puts alittle money in the savings bank

regularly. No woman can tell whenshe'll need money pretty badly. TheNational State and City Bank has
many women among Its deposi¬tors. Why not prove your thriftand wisdom by becoming one ofthem? '

,

National State and City Bauk,RICHMOND, VA.
Win. H. Palmer, President.
John S. Elicit, VIcc-Presldcnt.Wm. M. Ulli, VIro-Presldent.J. W. siuron. Vice-President,.lullen H. Ulli, Cashier.


